THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

force less powerful, numerically, and less drastically
dragooned into machine-like submission to autho-
rity than that of Nazi Germany. As it was, the
massed attacks continued. On August 16 seventy-
five  German aircraft were destroyed.  Two days
later, on August 18, 152 were shot down. On that
day 600 enemy machines, including 400 bombers,
came over our coasts in three massed raids, and the
ratio of loss, representing twenty-five per cent, of
the raiders, was the highest yet sustained in any of
the attacks upon this country. It was in fact a
staggering rate of wastage. But the German game
was a big one and the stakes were high. The Luft-
waffe was feeling its way towards London. Gradu-
ally, at the cost of heavy losses, it succeeded in
reaching its goal. On the night of August 22, bombs
were dropped on the outskirts of the capital, a
cinema and other buildings being damaged. Then,
on the night of August 24, bombs fell in central
London__the first of many that were to come. Lon-
don's first casualties occurred on that night, which
succeeded a*day of hard fighting over Kent. The
enemy's attacks during the day had been directed
mainly against aerodromes in Kent and on the out-
skirts of London, and an Air Ministry Bulletin
admitted that a good deal of damage had been
caused  to  Manston aerodrome,  near Ramsgate.
Portsmouth and Dover were attacked on the same
day, and the total enemy loss for the day was fifty
aircraft; fifty-five more were destroyed on the next
day, August 25.